NEWS AHALYSIS 1-1193 AUGUST 2, 1975 
RONALD J. DUHLAVEY 


AFTERTHOUCHTS ON THE OLYHPICS 
ANNCR: VOA HENS AHALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY HAS THESE THOUGHTS 
Ol THE CONCLUSIG’! OF THE OLYPIC GAMES: 
VOICE: IT SEEMS THE HEIGHT OF INGRATITUDE TO ENJOY A OOD SHO! AND 
THEN CRITICIZE IT---f:/T THAT IS i8iAT A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE DOI!G IN 
THE WAKE OF THE TVENTY-FIRST OLYIIPIC GAMES, THEY SAY, THE 
OLYMPIC GAHES ARE INCREASINGLY AFFLICTED BY THE INTER-RELATED 
EVILS OF HATIOMALISi:, COMMERCIALISN, POLITICIALIZATION, 
SUCSIDIZATIO::, EXCESSIVE COST AND EXCESSIVE CIGiESS. COPT) THE 
ORIGINAL PURE SPIRIT OF THE OLYIiPIC GAINES IS BENIG GRADUALLY LOST, 


THEY SAY; THE IDEAL IS BELG SUL 2 A WELTER OF SELF- 


LGED U-! 


SERVING INTERESTS. CEIID OPT.) 

NG ONE CAN DENY THI VALIGITY OF THESE CRITICISIS. THE ROOT 
EVIL SEEMS TO GSE EXCESSIVE HATIONALISII. INSTEAD OF A CONTEST 
OF COHPETING ATHLETES, THE OLYIIPIC GAMES HAVE TEIIDED TO SE HORE 
AND HORE A RIVALRY OF COMPETING NATIONS. (CPT). THIS RIVALRY 
IS PERHAPS BEST SY!SOLIZED DY THT CUSTO!: OF PLAYING THE NATIONAL 
ANTHEM AND RAISING THE NATIONAL FLAG OF THE COUI:TRY FROM \HICH THE 
INDIVIDUAL “HINHER OF A CONTEST COrcéS. IT IS REFLECTED, TOO, IN THE 
UNOFFICIAL CUSTO? CF ADDIIiG UP MEDAL TOTALS ON A COUNTRY-GY-COUNTRY 
BASIS. CEND OPT). AND THIS RIVALRY OBVIOUSLY LEADS TO EXTRAORDINARY 
LENGTHS OF SUBSIDIZATION SY SOHE GOVERHMENTS \IHO SEE THE OLYNPIC 
GAMES AS AH OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT CREDIT ON THE:MSELVES. COPT.) 
UHQUESTIOUASLY, THIS IS SOMETHING UITH WHICH THE INTERNATIONAL 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 'fILL HAYE TO DEAL. WITHIi! THE YEARS AHEAD IT 
MILL HAVE TO DEAL, TOO, ‘!ITif THE PROPLEI: OF POLITICALIZATION BY 
COUNTRIES TRYING TO USE THE GLYi?PIC GAHES TO SCORE POINTS AGAINST 


THEIR POLITICAL RIVALS BY HAVIrG THE!; EXLUDED.CEND OPT.) 
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ONE HIGHT SUGGEST, HONEVER, THAT THETE IS ANOTHER EVIL -- OVER- 
IDEALIZATION. THE OLYiH:PIC GANZS HAY HAVE BEEN OVER-IDEALIZED IN 
TMO WAYS. FIRST, A GREAT DEAL OF RHETORIC HAS SEEN EXPENDED TO 
REPRESENT OLYMPIC COMPETITION AS ONE OF THE NOBLEST ENDEAVORS OF 
MAN, REFLECTING WHAT IS PUREST AND BEST IN THE HUHAN SPIRIT. 

IN REALITY, THE OLYHPIC GANES ARE PHYSICAL CONTESTS PROVING THAT 
ONE PERSON CAN RUN, JUTIP OR SHIM FASTER THAN ANOTHER---AND NOT 
MUCH HORE. SECOND, THE GANIES MAY HAVE BEEN OVER-RATED AS A MEANS 
OF FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL GOOD'!TLL AND CONPETITION. 

THE MEED FOR REFORMS IS OBVIOUS; OTHERVISE THE GANES WILL 

INEVITABLY DETERIORATE. BUT THE REALITIES CANNOT SE IGNORED, AND 
TO EXPECT PERFECTION IS A HISTAKE. IN THE WORDS OF ONE SPORTS 
WRITER: “SECAUSE THE OLYHiPICS IKVOLYE SPORTS, THE IDEALISTS 
BELIEVE THAT THEY SHOULN BE EXEMPT FROM THE SINS OF MANKIND," 
BUT SPORTS DO NOT EXIST IN ISOLATION, AND ATHLETES DO NOT LIVE IN 
A WORLD APART, THE OLY!:PIC GAMES WILL UNQUESTIONABLY CONTITVE TO 
REFLECT---TO SOME EXTENT, AT LEAST ---THE POLITICAL REALITIES OF 
THE WORLD AND THE IMPERFECTIONS OF HUMANITY. IF THIS IS KEPT IN 
MIND---AND SOIE NEEDED PROCEDU! AL REFORMS ARE AGREED UPON---THERE 
IS NO REASON WHY THE OLYMPIC GAMES SHOULD NOT CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 
THE WORLD WITH A GOOD SHOW! EVERY FOUR YEARS. 
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